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In our worry about lack of numbers, we are apt some- 
times to lose sight of this more important aspect of church 
life—the fulfilment of its primary function. The first Unitarian 
congregation of which I had experience was very small and 
very isolated. It had no minister and carried on through the 
services of half a dozen of its members. The average attend- 


- ance was about 25, and I don’t suppose that there were more 


than 35 in all connected with it. I remember, however, how 

I was when a friend of mine, who is not a Unitarian, 
said to me, “ Old Mrs. X, who goes to your church, lives next 
door but one to me. She often talks to me about it, and only 
yesterday she told me that she is proud to belong to it, because 
everyone counts.” It was all the more pleasing to hear that 
because that lady was one of the least affluent members of a 
congregation that was drawn from all social classes; and I felt 
that it was far better to belong to a church of which that could 
be said, than to the largest church in the city where member- 
ship was no passport even to a nodding acquaintance. 


_ The main danger that such a church will run will arise 
from a possible unwillingness to accept strangers into their 
community, for even a strongly knit congregation is not proof 
against the accidents of removal and mortality, and a low 
nitarian birth-rate. Some friends of mine once went to a 


might come.” That congregation is still alive, more, however, 
I should say, by the grace of God than the contrivance of man. 
No Compromise with Communism ? 


According to The-Catholic Times the National Chaplain 
of the Young Men’s Society addressed a gathering at Leeds 


I would question especially with regard to the “ Christ 
myth.” It is argued that this is now dead, apparently on the ground 
our picture of the historic Jesus so 


the 
Jesus are can explain and 
interpret spiritual experience. Even Paul was apparently aware of 
he does ve betrayed much interest in the 
historic Jesus. “‘ Spiritual things are... spiritually discerned.” 


What is waptie go (call it person, principle, reality, or what you 
will) which the immediately ds in spiritual experience ? 
I would suggest that we do not know. We normally answer, of course, 
with the word “ God ” but until we work out our theology of incarn- 
ation, of immanence and transcendence and so forth, that word may 
have but little meaning, for the problem is how can and how does the 
human soul traffic with supreme Deity ? To assume that the soul 
can in an instant of mystical vision transcend all the limitations of 
finitude demands a degree of presumption that is difficult to justify 
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i any real ground between the two? I think not. The methods | 
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| 
| It seems that there are active expressions of Dei 
| activities be instruments of the Divine Will in mediating its nature to | 
man? If so, has not “ Christ mysticism” at least a claim on our 
reasonable attention ? Must we arbitrarily dismiss it as a “ dead” 
. experience and we have not yet the insight or the wisdom to penetrate it. ; 
Unitarian church in a town they were visiting. They had The issue becomes one of major importance when we consider 
difficulty in finding it, but when, after the service, they spoke the position of Albert Schweitzer, surely the most “ ameutic ” of living # 
to one of the members about it and suggested putting a notice theologians. He has succeeded in two directions ; he has destroyed ‘ 
in a conspicuous piace. the answi as. “ If we did. strar the Jesus, both of nineteenth-century liberalsim and of nineteenth- ; 
century orthodoxy. He has taught us to think of the historic Jesus i 
in a new way, which modern liberals have not been slow to pursue. F 
He has professed himself unequivocally as a “ Free Christian ” (see ; 
Faith & Freedom, October, 1947). Yet his mysticism is definitely 
Christ mysticism, e.g. : 
“ That Paul is prevented by his eschatological world view ‘ 
wi oung Mens remains i i 
show the world that there can be no compromise with atheistic perfected . .. Christianity is a Christ-mysticism ... grasped in | 
Communism.” Similar statements are often heard at religious thought and realised in experience ...God mysticism, in the | 
gatherings, but only, I hope, because the speakers have not sense of a direct becoming-one with the infinite creative will of 1’ 
weighed their words adequately. What do we mean in such a God, is impossible of realization . . . Pure God-mysticism remains | 
context by “coming to a compromise *? Nothing, surely, but a dead thing...“ (See The Mysticism of Paul the Apostie). | 
an agreement to “ live and let live.” Such are hard sayings and they may be multiplied at length. : 
Perhaps not many amongst us are prepared to accept the thesis of | 
that cannot be overlooked by men of goodwill. Logos doctrine than he would seem at 1 regret | 
welfare state and the communist state should not exist to- 
gether. No doubt it takes two to make a complete settlement, ieee ikea ae | 
but there seems no reason why the Western communities 0 movemeat which sins 
er higher symbolic type but limitations of space prevent my discussing | 
race, all the members of which are after men, before they that issue now.—Yours, ! 
are individualists or communists. St. Annes-on-Sea. : Herbert Crabtree. / 
Commentator. | 
Belief in God | 
Sm.—The age-old questions asked by Mr. Deakin cannot be 
RRESPONDEN briefly answered ; and possibly cannot be answered at all. The ! 
Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. a : aspiration towards truth, beauty 
mot come into being through blind movements 
Liberal Christianity of molten matter, or the cternal dance of protons 
Sm,—The contributions thus far published provide interesting Moreover, I am convinced that “ This is ctcrnal 
pane ary tre are all marked by a vigour, an origin- and Jesus Christ, whom He has sent.” Today 
ality and at faith ts destroying religion and killing our churches. 
cogent argument is as keen and bright as ever. ive this fasth. 
One notes an inclination to use the word “myth” rather attributed evil to “ Devils.” They may cast 
thus following a common tendency today. Is there not their existence to be necessary. There is an 
ty a ag Se kt is a2 word with more whom we call God and something which we 
one and there is evidence that it is not always being and unalicrable qualitics of matter and 
used co It would be helpful if #s various connotations ic, may explain what we call evil. 
were kept in It may refer to a quite fictitious narrative or 
case we can have little use for it ; be the evolution of free personality. can 
experience. | ultimately achieve His purposes works according to lews ; 
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